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After doing a lot, and when I say a
lot, I mean A LOT of editing for
this newspaper, I felt it was time
for me to enjoy the best part,
writing. That is why this month I
contributed to The Beckett Voice by
writing about my meeting with
Diana Gabaldon, my favorite
writer of the moment, being
engulfed in reading her very
prolific saga Outlander. I was also
very lucky to meet her because
her coming to France is quite
rare. Anyways, it was the perfect
excuse to pick up my pen, or
should I say strike the keyboard
and write a piece. I hope the
readers will enjoy it.
On an unrelated note, April means
the return of the birds singing,
nature coming slowly back to life,
the first heart warming rays of
sun and the hope for a better
weather. This season is always my
favorite.
Enjoy,
Mrs Climecot, the English
Teacher.
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The United States of America: Gunfire in educational establishment in
Florida, should we be better protected?
Unfortunately, the country counts a lot of gunfire in schools, colleges and universities. Recently 17
high school students were killed in an attack with guns. After that, president Donald TRUMP
decided to arm 30% of the teachers so that there will be more protection.

This gunfire took place on February 15, in
Parkland, Florida. According to Ouest France,
this attack made 17 dead and 18 wounded.
The murderer is Nikolas Cruz, a student of
this high school. He had an assault weapon
and he fired with it. Since the beginning of
the year, the United States have had more
than 18 gunfire attacks in educational
establishments. It has become a real
problem to handle.
Source : Ouest France

After this nightmare, Donald trump
decided to summon the victims’ families to
talk about this drama. Upon completion,
the president made the decision to give
arms to the teachers for a better defense.
According to Le Monde, after this news, CNN
organized a debate. During this debate,
some teachers didn’t agree with this law. A
teacher said: “I’m gonna have to be trained like
a policeman and instruct like a teacher?, I'm
gonna wear a body armor?".

And the question we asked students about this subject was: Do you agree with this decision to
arm teachers? This is the result of the vote out of 15 participants:

YES
0%

NO
95%

NO OPINION
5%
Nail M.
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NORTH KOREA
⚠️: WARNING, This is not a travel article like the others …
North Korea (Democratic People's Republic of Korea, DPRK, Choson minjujŭi immin
konghwaguk), founded in 1948, is a totalitarian country, one of the most closed in the world,
dominated by the Kim family, Kim Il Sung from 1948 to 1994, his son Kim Jong Il from 1994 to
2011, and then his son, Kim Jong Un. The ideology of the DPRK is the juche, which translates into
an autonomous economy (autarky) and an independent national defense. Very mountainous and
subject to a severe winter climate, the country is certainly disadvantaged on the agricultural
level, but there are almost all the industrial and hydroelectric facilities left by the Japanese
colonizers, making it a much more developed state than the South until the end of the 1960s. The
Korean War, provoked by Kim Il Sung, only resulted in ruins and demographic hemorrhage. The
capital Pyongyang had 3.25 million inhabitants in 2008, and a dozen cities more than 300,000
inhabitants. The authorities maintain the policy of demographic dispersion. Despite successive
plans, whose goals were unrealistic, industry and agriculture made no substantial progress for
lack of technology, energy, raw materials, and investment. What's more, the regime maintains
nearly one million young people in military service for more than five years. All economic sectors
are nationalized, organized into cooperatives, led by a single party, the Labor Party. The
population, indoctrinated, mobilized for irrational work, suffers from severe chronic food
deficiency. The regime, however, is pursuing the ambition to turn the country into a nuclear
power, threatening the balance of regional and global peace.

21 things you need to know about North Korea
1. The founder and first leader of North Korea, Kim Il Sung, created the country's policy of juche
or "self-reliance," which cut off North Korea economically and diplomatically from the rest of the
world, even in times of great need, such as famines.
2. During its seven-decade existence, North Korea has been ruled by three generations of the
same family, all brutal dictators. Kim Jong Un, 33, grandson of Kim Il Sung, came to power in 2011,
following the death of his father, Kim Jong Il.
3. North Koreans must abide by one of 28 approved haircuts. Unmarried women must have short
hair, but married women have many more options. The hair of young men should be less than 2
inches long, older men can go as long as 2¾ inches, according to a Taiwanese website
WantChinaTimes.
4. All legal televisions are tuned to state-controlled domestic programming. The Internet does not
exist other than a closed domestic network. Few North Koreans know anything about world
events apart from how they are described by North Korean state propaganda.
5. North Korea's missile program was first developed with the help of the then-Soviet Union in
the 1970s.
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6. Kim Jong Un's older half-brother, Kim Jong Nam, was assassinated at the Kuala Lumpur airport
in Malaysia by two women who used a deadly nerve agent, according to Malaysian authorities.
The Malaysian government blamed North Korean agents for his murder.
7.As many as 2 million people died as a result of famine in the 1990s caused by erratic
government farming policies and flooding, according to the United Nations.
8. North Korea's regime gets much of its income by exporting to Japan and elsewhere counterfeit
pharmaceuticals, such as Viagra, narcotics such as methamphetamine, counterfeit cigarettes and
fake $100 US bills, and by selling small arms and missile parts to terrorist groups and rogue
nations.
9. North Korea has a network of informants who monitor and report to the authorities fellow
citizens they suspect of criminal or subversive behavior. Unauthorized access to non-state radio
or TV broadcasts is severely punished.
10. Marijuana is legal and is not even classified as a drug.
11. In North Korea, we are not in 2015 but in 104. That is the number of years since the birth of
Kim Il-Sung.
12. North Korea is the only country in the world to hold a US military hostage.
13. Officially, the country is no longer communist. Since 2009, the local ideology is called "Juche".
14. The largest stadium in the world is in North Korea. It can accommodate 150,000 people.
15. For 20 years, the highest hotel in the world was the Ryugyong Hotel. Its pyramid has 105
floors.
16. During the past 60 years, 23 North Koreans have moved to South Korea. In contrast, only two
South Koreans went the other way.
17. In 2013, the North Korean president had his uncle killed by locking him in a cage with 120
hungry dogs.
18. The military and the civil servants have the right to have a motor vehicle and not the other
inhabitants.
19. North Korea holds elections every 5 years. There is only one candidate.
20. Since 2010, North Korea has had forced labor camps, situated in Siberia.
21. In 1953, a pilot of the North Korean Air Force deserted and fled with his plane to South Korea.
He has been awarded US $ 100,000 by the USA.

Othniella.
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(Mario from NES)

Last month, on March 8 th 2018, even if this Nintendo Direct was not memorable, many players were
overjoyed about the announcement of Smash Bros. on the Nintendo Switch. We still had quite a
variety of ads, from Captain Toad to Smash Bros.. Some players will say that it lacked information
about new games, but even if that may be true, E3 is fast approaching.
Nintendo Direct
On March 8th 2018, many people waited for this live on YouTube, Twitch and on the Nintendo
website starting from 11 p.m. According to Journaldugeek, owners of Nintendo Switch (and 3DS)
were waiting for this first broadcast of the year with some impatience. Because if new games are,
fortunately, planned on the hybrid console of the moment it was necessary to know which ones
and especially on what date. The Japanese company has therefore communicated with its famous
personal event where the ads have been rather interesting, although we could legitimately
expect even better.
The most awaited new games
Kirby Star Allies: The new album features Kirby with two new trailers. It is also interesting to know
that free content will be added to the game later. This is in any case the first big novelty of the
Switch in 2018.
Mario Tennis Aces: The first sporting game of the plumber with the mustache will arrive this year.
And this Mario Tennis, named Aces, has some arguments. Its graphic appearance is quite beautiful,
and different game modes are available, including a story mode and a local 4-player mode.
Dark Souls: Remastered: People had been waiting for it and an Amiibo (little figure which allows
advantages in games,) will be sold at the same time as the game. Representing the character
Solarius of Astora, it will allow the player to trigger the movement "Rent the sun" at any time.
Another thing, a "test network" will be offered on the eShop for free to test the game and online
features before the release of the game May 25, 2018.
UNDERTALE: During the announcement of this game, a lot of
fans were surprised and excited at the idea that this game
will come out on Nintendo Switch. This role-playing game sold
over a million copies and was released for the first time in
2015.
Hyrule Warriors: Definitive Edition: This game too, was a long
wait for the Zelda fans. After a release in September 2014 on
Wii U and an adaptation on the 3DS, Hyrule Warriors will know
a definitive edition. This game includes all the DLC
(downloadable content): new characters as Link from The
Legend of Zelda Breath of the Wild, and new costumes. This
game mixes the universe of The Legend of Zelda and Dynasty
Warriors. It will be released May 18, 2018. This Definitive
Edition will include all the contents of the Wii U and 3DS
versions of the title.

Taken from:
https://www.thegamesmachine.it/w
p-content/uploads/2018/03/DarkSouls-Remastered-Amiibo.jpg

GAMING

6

And the best for the end
According to Trustedreviews, Super Smash Bros. has finally been confirmed for Nintendo Switch and
it’s coming to the platform in 2018! The last version on Wii U was arguably the best we’ve seen
yet, bringing with it a truly staggering roster of fighters and stages. For the moment, we do not
know if it's an original episode or a remaster, since the simple name of "Super Smash Bros." has
been given. But we do know that the Inklings from Splatoon are playable fighters and that it’s
coming out sometime in 2018. We can see from the trailer that Mario, Link (possibly taking on his
Breath of the Wild appearance), Donkey Kong, Bowser, and more obvious picks will be making their
way to the game as well. The beloved Super Smash Bros. first made its way to the world on the N64
in 1999. The game saw subsequent entries on the GameCube, Wii, Wii U, and 3DS.

Taken from:
ttps://heavy.com/games/2018/03/super-smashbros-switch-announcement-inklings/

Taken from: http://bgr.com/2018/03/09/first-characterson-super-smash-bros-switch-roster-possibly-decryptedby-fans/

Other games announced
Of course, we talked to you about the most important games and most long-awaited. However,
other games have been announced such as Captain Toad: Treasure Tracker. This game is a remake
of the Wii U game, this time including new levels based on the worlds of Super Mario Odyssey. It
will also be possible to invite a friend to play by sharing a Joy-Con: the first player will control
Toad, the second will be able to turn turnips on the enemies for example. The game will be
released on July 13th, 2018. But that's not all, indeed, the games Travis Strikes Again: No More
Heroes, Okami HD, Sushi Striker: The Way of Sushido, South Park : L'Annale du Destin, Donkey Kong
Country : Tropical Freeze or still The World Ends with You – Final Mix, Octopath Traveler and Crash
Bandicoot™ should soon be released on our home console.
And so many other games with different types will be released on Switch and 3DS such as
Detective Pikachu, Dillon’s Dead-Heat Breakers, or a funny and classic game: Luigi’s Mansion (one);
WarioWare Gold, Testpunch ARMS, Travis Strikes Again, or finally a very creepy game: Little
Nightmares.

Lo&Lou.
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THE GUIDE OF MANGA TYPES AND GENRES
This month we wanted to explain what types and genres you can find in mangas and what kind of
mistakes people usually make about it.
Become a real pro with the Otaku’s Corner!

Taken from: yakuuti.blogspot.com

Careful! Just to be clear!
The Shōnen isn’t a genre! In the same way as the Shōjo, Seinen and Josei aren’t a genre.
In fact it’s a misuse of language, the Shōnen points the manga’s target.
For example, Shōnen means young boy in Japanese so the targets are the male teenagers.
When people are talking about Naruto saying that it’s a Shōnen, in fact they want to say that
Naruto is a Nekketsu. Nekketsu being the main genre of the Shōnen.
Of course it’s not because a manga is a Shōnen that everyone who is reading, or watching it,
is a boy.
Also Shōjo means young girl, Seinen means young man, Josei means young woman and
Kodomo means children which can be called Cartoons (dessins animés) in France.
So the Shōnen is mostly considered as a type rather than a genre!

OTAKU’S CORNER
Manga genres are really simple
and you probably know them
without realizing it!
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Let’s discover what kind of
recurring genres you can find
in the manga world!

Taken from: imgur.com

The “Nekketsu” is a really famous manga The “Yaoi’ in Japanese culture, is a fiction
based on a sentimental relationship between
genre. We all know what it is!
two boys. This genre is also called “boys’
love”.
Here are some characteristics:
The hero is a young boy, generally an orphan, Generally, there are some “fan fiction” on the
he often has a quest that he must accomplish Internet about two boys who are not
whatever the danger. Usually he is credulous homosexual in the real manga. What we
and he has superpowers, with which he fights called the Yaoi contains in fact sex scenes.
against “Evil” with his “nakama” (friends). When it’s just love without showing us the
You must probably know Dragon Ball, sex scenes we call that Boy’s love or ShōnenNaruto or One piece, well, they are Nekketsu! ai (ai meaning love). Junjou Romantica,
Sekaichi Hatsukoi, ‟No.6”, Love Stage are
some examples.
The “Slice of life” is a genre which relates the
everyday life of the main character. It
generally contains work, love, school life,
friendship.
Barakamon and Fruits Basket are some Slice
of life!

The equivalent of the Yaoi genre is the “Yuri”
genre. So, the Yuri is when two girls have a
relationship in a fiction. However, contrary to
the Yaoi, the Yuri can be only two girls who
have a symbiotic relationship, and not
necessarily a homosexual relationship. A
manga based on the story of two best friends
The “Suiri” is a manga mainly about murder with a very VERY close relationship can be
and investigation. It’s a police manga, and classified as Yuri. It’s also called girl’s love or
often, the heroes are high-schoolers. Death Shojo-ai, like the Yaoi it depends if there is
Note is a famous Suiri!
sex or not. Citrus is a good example and the
anime’s adaptation was just released.
The “Hentai” genre is a pornographic manga.
There are many other manga genres, like
The “Harem” are mangas whose the main sports genre, drama genre, fantasy genre,
character is surrounded by a lot of people of horror genre…
the opposite sex. They are all in love with the
main character (which is weird when the main And of course a manga can have many genres
character is so boring). We can quote for example Higurashi no Naku Koro ni is a
“Amnesia”, ‟Dance with the devil” and ‟To Shonen, horror, mystery, supernatural, thriller,
harem, psychological manga.
Love-ru ”.
The two L.M.
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The Last Jedi, the 8th Part of the Star Wars Saga is Out!

In this new Star Wars, Admiral Holdo is the leader of the Resistance. The film begins where
the last part ended. Rey has finally found Luke Skywalker, the last Jedi Knight still alive.
Now, Luke lives cut off from the world, on top of a cliff, on a distant planet. He alone can
help the Resistance to defeat the Empire of the supreme leader Snoke. Rey begs him to train
her and teach her to master the FORCE to become a Jedi herself. When she concentrates, she
also manages to communicate in thought with the terrifying Kylo Ren, Snoke's second, who
chose the Dark Side. At the same time, following her serious injury, General Leia is
authoritarian, and her decisions don’t please the intrepid and courageous Poe at all. For his
part, Finn, Poe’s lover and a resistant, accompanied by Rose, a human resistant, has the
mission to bring back a computer genius...
An advice: It’s better to have in mind the seventh episode to understand this one, and to
appreciate the richness. There are indeed not only one, but three stories that run in parallel
in this film. In two hours and thirty-two minutes (this is the longest episode of the saga),
there are countless events. And tension never wavers.
The characters are all confronted with complicated situations. Should Poe obey the orders
of the new commander or act on his side? Will Rey switch to the Dark Side or bring Kylo Ren
back to the right side? It’s easier to sink into evil than to choose to do good: this is the
lesson to be learned from this great intergalactic spectacle. Between the light saber duels
and the spaceship pursuits (the one in the crystal cave is superb), you are going to be
amazed. The film is full of amazing new creatures, intriguing creatures, it also offers its fans
a multitude of surprises. When coming out of the cinema, we only have one desire: to be
propelled in 2019 to dive into the next and last part of this magic trilogy.

A.D.
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The TV series of the month is Game of thrones!
This month we will introduce one of the most popular blockbusters of the world with more than 10
million viewers!
First of all, Game of thrones is a TV fiction from the USA that was
released in 2011. It was inspired by the book version that was
written by George R. R. Martin. It tells the story about a realm
divided in seven kingdoms. Each kingdom is led by powerful
families with an animal symbol. For example, we have the
Starks with the wolf, they managed the north. the Lannisters
with the lion, they govern the west. the Targaryens with the
dragon or the Baratheons with the stag, they lead all the seven
kingdoms of Westeros, the world of the story. The viewer is
facing a medieval universe with magic. This series is mixing
action with adventure, sex, murders and fantasy, the whole
thing played by great characters. During the seasons, families
will fight each other to win the Iron Throne of Westeros, but
the question is who will be the king?
Today, Game of Thrones has 7 seasons, each season
has 10-11 episodes of 50 minutes each. According to
Première, this TV series since the first season has
spent more than one billion dollars, and an eighth
season is in progress for the next year with episodes
that will go on for more than an hour!

The survey of the month was on the characters, the series in general and the students’
opinion about them. Be careful, some opinions can spoil you but don’t worry, it’s very light:
"In my opinion, Game of Thrones is a masterpiece. In fact, the FX are just unbelievable. I
love the characters too. Emelia Clarke who plays Daenerys Targarien is my favorite, she is
so strong. She lives in a world led by men but even with that, she built a real empire to
impose herself". Jessica.
"To begin with, I wasn’t really in love with Game of Thrones. It’s a series with a lot of
violence and it’s difficult to love that. But the story is so interesting I was incapable to stop
watching". John.
Then I asked to give a score about this series with 5 stars, the overall rating is 3.5 stars! Not
bad!

Nail M.
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TENNIS
Grand Slam
In tennis the 4 Grand Slam tournaments are the 4 most
important and prestigious tournaments for a tennis
player.
The first one called the Australian Open takes place in
Melbourne during the last two weeks of January, the
tournament is thought as "the hottest" of the four.
The second is none other than Roland Garros near Paris,
which takes place in the last week of May and the first of June,
and considered the most "difficult".
The third Wimbledon in the suburbs of London, taking place
in the first two weeks of July, is named the "most prestigious"
tournament.
We finish with the last tournament, the US Open New York
which takes place in the last week of August and the first of
September, it is known as "the happiest".
The term Grand Slam may have another meaning, when we say that a player realizes a Grand Slam, it means that he
has won the 4 tournaments in a calendar year. Today there are only two men who have managed to do the Grand
Slam over a calendar year, Rod Laver and Donald Budge. There are also three women who have succeeded, Steffi Graf,
Margaret Smith Court and Maureen Connolly.
There is a variation in the Grand Slam. In an Olympic year, if the player wins the 4 tournaments and also the Olympic
gold medal, it is said that he or she has achieved the Grand Slam in gold, until today no player has succeeded in doing
so.

The Playing Surface
The four Grand Slam tournaments each have their
playing surface.
The Australian Open has a hard surface that we call
"Plexicushion" that absorbs shocks and reduces injuries.
Roland Garros uses the "Battered Earth", that's why it is
designated as the most difficult, because of its slow and
slippery surface.
Wimbledon has the “Grass” surface , with a fast surface.
The US Open also has a hard surface, but it's called the "Decoturf", which is a rubber surface.

SPORTS NEWS
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The Legendary Players
Through the years and decades, tennis has given us great, magnificent and unforgettable
champions.We start with the “four Musketeers” composed of Rene Lacoste, Henri Cochet, Jean Borotra
and Jacques Brugnon. They are considered as legendary because they have won six consecutive Davis
Cup. These four Musketeers were, in the 20s and 30s, in competition with the United States players.
We also have Rod Laver who is the only man to have had the Grand Slam twice. It is even more
exceptional because his record has never been beaten.
John Mcenroe is also considered a great player, although he never won the Australian Open and
Roland Garros. His rivalry with his best ever enemy Bjorn Borg remained legendary. Mcenroe is
known to have been a very unstable player and a man who was not afraid to say what he was thinking.
Suzanne Lenglen was the first major woman tennis player, despite her non-participation in the
Australian Open and the US Open during her career, she has no less than 12 Grand Ghelem singles and
doubles. Despite her great sports career, Lenglen died prematurely at the age of 39. She had become
blind and died a few days later.
Margaret Smith Court is also in this ranking. She is simply the greatest Australian player of all times.
With her 24 Grand Slam titles, she has got a total amount of 11 wins on the Australian Open, a record
that has also never been beaten.
Today's champions are none other than Federer, Nadal, Djokovic, Williams and Sharapova.

Yearly Tournaments
A calendar year has 64 tournaments spread worldwide. There are 5 categories of tournaments.
First, the ATP 250, with 40 tournaments including 4 French tournaments.
The ATP 500, with 13 tournaments, without any French tournaments.
The Masters 1000, with 9 tournaments including 1 French and 1 Monegasque.
The Grand Slams, and the Masters world tour finals, which take place at the end of each year in November.
This competition brings together the 8 best players of the year in the ATP ranking. To be able to participate
in this competition, the players must have a lot of points: an ATP 250 brings 250 points, an ATP 500 brings
500 points, a Masters 1000 brings 1000 points and a Grand Slam brings 2000 points.
The Davis Cup is also a yearly competition. The 16 best national teams face each other all year long to win
the Davis Cup trophy (nicknamed the "Silver Hourglass"). Last year, France won its tenth Davis Cup in
history by beating Belgium 3-2.

Benji and Hugo.
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There are a lot of specialties around the world and in different cultures, we will present many full
traditional foods, delicious and easy to make!

April is the month when we eat chocolate because there is Easter. April 1st, we celebrate the April
Fool’s Day. So we will present two dishes with fish and one Greek recipe for Easter.
Number one : Avgolemono Soup
In France, Easter is celebrated at the beginning
of April. However, the Orthodox celebrate
Easter on May 1st. Today, I’m going to give you
the recipe of a Greek soup for Easter.
Ingredients (for 4 people):
- 600 grs of pink mushrooms
- 2 whole lettuce
- 5 or 6 new onions
- Fresh dill (aneth)
- 1 tablespoon of long grain rice
- 1 liter of vegetable broth

Taken from www.196flavors.com

Recipe:
Step 1:
Cut the mushrooms into 4 or 6 parts depending on their size.
Step 2:
Wash the lettuce, separate 5 or 6 leaves, remove the white part and roll them together them cut
into thin slices. You will get straps to set aside.
Step 3:
Strip the onions and finely cut the green stems of all the onions and the white part of 2 onions.
Step 4:
In a large pan, over medium heat, brown the white onions and mushrooms in a little olive oil
for 2 minutes.
Step 5:
Add the green onions and lettuce. Cover with 1 liter of vegetable broth. Season with salt and
pepper and add 2 tablespoons of dill (aneth). Simmer on low for 10 minutes.
Step 6:
Add the rice and simmer another 10 minutes. Add a glass of water if the water runs out.
Serve in a bowl and enjoy your meal.

FOOD CORNER
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Number two: Teriyaki and sesame cod
(cabillaud) skewers (brochette).
Traditionally made with chicken, Yakitori are
grilled meat skewers (brochette grillée)
popular in Japan. The first Yakitori was
created in Edo period—around 1674—, then
was marketed during the Meji period—19th
century— thanks to industrialization and
chicken farming. So, it has become common
for everybody, since it’s also very easy to
make. We will see today a variation of the
traditional Yakitori: The fish Yakitori.

Taken from juleacuisine.blogspot.fr

Ingredients:
1 block of cod per person, detailed in cubes –
skewers – 6 tablespoons (cuillère à soupe) of
teriyaki marinade sauce – 2 tablespoons of very
fine sugar – 2 tablespoons of salted soy sauce – 2
tablespoons of rice vinegar – fresh ginger –
grilled sesame
Stage one:
• Prepare the marinade in advance.
• Mix all the ingredients.
• Put the fish—cut in cubes— and coat (enrober) it
with the marinade.
• Leave to stand for 5 hours.
Stage two:
• Preheat the oven at 180°C.
• Then mount the fish on skewers.
• Drain (égoutter) the marinade.
• Keep this marinade.

Stage three:
• Plant the cubes of cod with skewers.
• Brush (badigeonner) each side with
marinade.
• Cook in the oven and sprinkle (saupoudrer)
with sesame.
Stage four:
• After 3 minutes, open the oven and start
brushing the fish again.
• Begin again after 6 minutes.
• Finally, after 9 minutes, brush one last
time.
• Place your oven on the grill position for
one minute.
You can eat these skewers with rice—
vinegar or white rice— or Japanese
coleslaw (salade de chou).

FOOD CORNER
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Number three: Easter Chocolate Cake

Taken from www.amandinecooking.com

Ingredients:

Stage three:

7 (one for the garnish) eggs –
20grs of sugar – 160grs of flour –
40grs of cocoa powder – 250grs
of mascarpone – 200grs (100 for
the ganache) of chocolate –
50grs of sugar powder – 10cls of
fresh cream – salt

• Melt the chocolate.
• Separate the egg yolk from the eggs.
• Beat the sugar with the egg yolk.
• Add the mascarpone, warm chocolate and
mix.
• Beat the eggs white and enroll (incorporer)
it slowly.
• Keep the cream in the refrigerator.

Stage one:
• Mix the eggs with sugar. Put in a water
bath (bain marie) and beat again—it must be
white and frothy (mousseux).
• In another pan, mix the flour, the cocoa
powder, and the salt.
• Sift (tamiser) and add in the previous
mixture.
• Pour (verser) into a buttered baking pan.
Stage two:
• Let cool the sponge cake (génoise).
• Cut it in half.
• Bake for 15 minutes at 180°C.

Stage four:
• Heat the cream and add the chocolate in
pieces. It will serve as ganache truffle!
Stage five:
• In the plate, put a piece of chocolate sponge
cake.
• Spread (étaler) the chocolate cream.
• Put the second piece of chocolate sponge
cake.
• Pour the ganache on the top of the cake.
• Leave the cake in the refrigerator during 30
minutes.

C&M.
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DIANA GABALDON

This month, I will write about my meeting with the famous American author Diana Gabaldon.
I met Diana Gabaldon on Saturday, March 17 at La Griffe
Noire, a bookstore in Saint-Maur-Des Fossés. Diana lives in
Arizona and it is very rare for her to come to France. I
discovered her books after I started watching the TV series
Outlander last year but this saga started in 1991. She came to
France thanks to the French publishing house J’ai Lu.
Indeed, they were celebrating their 60 year anniversary. As a
result and since there also was Le Salon du Livre in Paris
they invited a few prestigious authors they publish to
celebrate with them. Diana was one of them for her readers’
pleasure! I decided to come to this signing and not the one
at Le Salon du Livre and I’ll tell you why.
This signing allowed me to discover a great bookstore! It is
huge, and actually I also met Marie-Claude Pietragala. On
top of that, it was remote from Paris, so less chance for
people to come. And it’s true, there were people but it was
reasonable. I waited an hour for the line to clear and then I
got to talk to her one on one for more than 30 minutes! She
is an amazing person, so lovely and always ready to answer
her fans’ questions.

About the Series
About Diana Gabaldon
She was born in 1952 but she doesn’t look her
age, as you can see on the picture! She was not
always a writer! She got her bachelor in
zoology in 1973, then her masters in marine
biology in 1975 and finally her PhD in
behavioral ecology in 1978. She then became a
university professor. When I asked her how
she came to writing, she told me she always
knew she wanted to be a writer. So long story
short she decided to sit down and start writing.
Since she was used to doing research, she
thought a historical novel would be the easiest
to start with. She didn’t tell anybody she was
writing but started sharing her bits and pieces
of writing on a forum (the Internet was at its
early beginnings in 1988!) and people loved it!
She had a publisher and a literary agent before
finishing her first book! That’s how the
Outlander Saga came to life and is still in the
process of being written 30 years later!

It actually can’t be put in the historical section of a library.
Diana managed to mix fantasy―the plot involving
traveling through time―but also history since part of the
plot is in 18th century Scotland and part of it is during and
after World War Two. On top of that you can add adventure,
action, violence, romance and much more and you have
Outlander. The finished series will have 10 books and there
already are 3 seasons of the TV series. We talked about the
adaptation and she is not happy with all the changes they
made, and I totally agree with her! Season 3 is a complete
different story!
Now, I think it’s time I give you the tiniest summary ever
for such a huge work: after World War II, a nurse and her
husband go on a honeymoon in Scotland. She decides to go
for a walk and goes through a circle of stones...to find
herself in 18th Century Scotland. She then meets a Scottish
clan, and more particularly a handsome Scottish, Jamie
Fraser, who takes her into his protection and she will live
many adventures from there. What is amazing is that you
learn so much about the history of Scotland and the birth of
the US while enjoying a good read! As you might have
guessed, I strongly recommend her books!
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The Struggle of the Seasons
‘What a bad weather for a summer!’
‘And for the next week take out your rain coat because it will rain a lot!’
‘Wow! There are so many hurricanes this year! On top of that, all out of their normal
season!’
‘It seems like there are no seasons anymore...’
As usual, humans were complaining about everything and even more about the weather.
No seasons anymore. It was this sentence that was employed the most. Everything was out
of control. Why? Humans, as always. At least it was what the Great Committee thought
and was arguing about.
The Great Committee? Up in the sky, hiding from everything, the four seasons were
sitting around a table. Spring, Summer, Winter and Autumn.
For a long time, they had all been yelling at each other, trying to put everything in order
again. Easier said than done. That’s why Mother Nature had put them there and forbidden
them to leave without finding an agreement.
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As usual, Summer was on fire, screaming against Autumn.
‘Listen Autumn! I can’t sit without doing anything! Stop making it rain during MY time of
glory! I don’t care about what you think! Humans gave me more heat by making a hole in
the ozone layer, it means they want more of ME, not YOU!’
He was completely out of his mind. How could Autumn ruin his pretty, hot and long
season? Why him? He didn’t want to disappear! For him, if someone had to stay it was him
not Autumn and he thought that every one of them agreed! Mother Nature even called
him her favorite once!

Autumn shook his head from right to left, he knew it was going to be hard to make
Summer understand why he was making it rain during his time. The main reason was
him, his health, since he only had one real week to him he couldn’t exist fully like the
three others.
The thing was, if a season didn’t last three months, they couldn’t live correctly the rest of
the year. Three months was time enough for a season to be fully healthy for the next nine
months but Autumn couldn’t even rest.
He could already feel his essence decrease, if he didn’t extend his time he would simply
die in the next few years.
‘Sum’, I don’t have a period for me at all now.. I’m disappearing. You understand? If I don’t
remind humans of my colors I will no longer exist!’ Autumn tried to defend himself.
‘And why on Earth would you choose MY time?’ Summer was still yelling.
‘Because Winter is too cold! She turns my pretty orange and brown leaves into nothing at
all and she transforms my beautiful raindrops into snowflakes!’
Winter nodded slowly, looking annoyed by the conversation.
‘Come on Spring! Say something!’
Summer was trying desperately to have someone on his side, but Spring was pretty happy
of the rain that was falling during her time of the year. Actually she needed it so why not
being of help to Autumn at the same time?
‘Autumn’s rain is making my grass greener, my trees better and my rainbows brighter. I’m
glad he’s making it rain during my time now.’
She was smiling kindly at Autumn.
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‘Spring is letting you do your stuff because she’s too kind and warm to make snowflakes.’
Winter laughed bitterly. ‘Y’all are complaining but humans are melting my beautiful
white snow with their stupid cars. How could I succeed only one week to stop school?
How am I supposed to make kids happy now?’
Yes, Winter was a cold hearted season but the kids’ smiles were her reason to do her job.
The idea of not bringing joy to them was really sad to her.
‘You just have to do like Autumn! Make snow fall during Spring! Apparently she’s okay
with that!’ said Summer in a really cold tone that wasn’t familiar to him.
‘Stop accusing me for trying to survive!’ yelled Autumn.
With this sentence Winter, Summer and Autumn started to yell at each other. A thing that
was so usual but Spring found that so dumb that she started to try to shut them up but she
failed. As a calm and lovely season she couldn’t yell at the others, she was so full of peace
that even with a good focus she couldn’t. But their voices were way too loud for her so
with a last try and all of her hope she screamed with all her strength, making the others’
voices suddenly quiet.
‘What are you so loud for? We all know it’s the humans’ fault if we can’t live as we used to!
Stop fighting against each other like little birds while we can try to get everything back to
normal again! Peace and Love for Mothers’ sake!’
Her voice was shaking. She was made of pure love and calm, she had never talked like this
to them and she hated being angry because they were arguing.
‘She’s right… We have to calm down. I will stop making rain fall during your period Sum’,
and it doesn’t matter if I exist only three days a year.’ said Autumn in a whisper.
‘Or… We can fight back!’ said Summer suddenly calm, the idea of Autumn disappearing
was too sad to be happening.
‘It’s starting to be interesting, I’m in! What are we supposed to do?’ smiled Winter.
And Summer explained his plan against humans, all were listening, kind of interested and
annoyed when he’d done stupid human jokes.
The plan was a big one. They had to make humans rethink their actions, they had to pull
their powers together and be allies and longer enemies.
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The plan of Summer was simple. Making humans think there would be no seasons
anymore.
And that’s what they did. Summer lasted till October while Autumn left his place in
January. Now Winter was making her snowflakes fall in the middle of March and at the
same time, Spring was making the trees relive and the birds sing.
Not a single day was born without the weather changing.

Humans called that global warming but in fact it was just the four seasons teasing them.
And they were having fun knowing their plan was starting to work great.

J.H. & J.D.
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A story with a punch line
This month, we’re going to talk about what everyone has already done once in their life: IMAGINE A BIG
STORY. BA BAM!!
This is the story of a thousand people who are living in a high school: Samuela Becketta.
All the teachers and the students were fond of Easter day, so they decided to organize an egg
hunt for the event. So everybody who taught, learned, or worked there had to buy Easter
chocolates and hide them inside the school. It is only to figure out what the real meaning of this
day is to them. So the week before the event there was a lot of eggs everywhere. One night at
midnight there was a jealous teacher who was poor and could not pay for eggs. So he decided to
make a BIG joke (just kidding).
And the night before the harvesting of the eggs he got inside the school. He stole all the eggs to
eat all of them. And instead he put cameras that can project a picture of a million eggs to cheat
the people that would go on the biggest Easter harvesting… But HAHA!! The next day everyone
was excited because they saw a lot of eggs but the moment that they tried to collect the eggs the
surprise was coming… Students were crying like children, teachers were thinking about their
money that was gone and the teenagers were starved of chocolate. It was a disaster and Steve
(the thief) was the only one to laugh but there was a problem, he could not laugh that much
because he ate too much chocolate and he was sick because of them. Every time he was looking
at a digital egg he farted so hard it was incredible. Everyone was laughing at him and that is why
when Steve woke up of his dream he decided to NEVER EAT A CHOCOLATE EGG A-G-A-I-N!
The end.
Morale of this story:
-Don’t take to heart all your dreams
-Don’t eat too much chocolate
-Don’t steal, it is really bad
-If you are poor you can just talk to the others to be understood
-You can contribute just a little even if you are poor (ex: buy one egg)
-Don’t cry for a kinder
-Don’t be unbearable if you are happy to have just a sweet

By Marine and Alissar.
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~ Aries ~ : There will be a lot of confusion for you this month. You should give more space to
people that surround you. If you take a step back, everything will be clearer and you might make
new friends. Remember to listen to others and stay organized and patient.
~ Taurus ~ : A month full of seduction, so much that you may even experience love at first sight.
However, you have to be careful not to rush things. It's a great time to thrive but only if you take
your time. You are evolving and this is something you can be proud of.
~ Gemini ~ : This month, your adventurous side will be stimulated. You will take initiatives that
will pay. People will be there for you and you will share moments of joy and laugh. At work, it is
time to show what you're capable of.
~ Cancer ~ : This will be a really busy month for you and you will have to be ingenious to make
everything work out together. You might be upset by what other people tell you but you have to
remember that this is for your own good.
~ Leo ~ : Everything will be pretty unstable for you this month. You will have to calm things
down before it gets out of control. Your relationships might be hard to deal with and you will
have to take things with detachment to get out of complicated situations.
~ Virgo ~ : You might be really satisfied with yourself this month and you will want to take risks.
You should just go with the wind and improvise for once. Tenderness and love may come for you
if you’re ready to let go.
~ Libra ~ : Your mindset will be really great. Your relatives should give you a lot of power. They
will manage to reassure you and give you the strength to accomplish whatever you want. Your
relationships will benefit from your tact.
~ Scorpio ~ : You will know how to face hardships with humor this month. You will be eager to
fulfill your ideas but you have to surround yourself with supportive people to do that. It may
help you discover new things on yourself and on others as well.
~ Sagittarius ~ : You will show a lot of determination this month. You will be optimistic and
basically unstoppable. Don't forget to take a break and to enjoy the people around you, they might
be a great support.
~ Capricorn ~ : This month, creativity and inspiration will be on your side. Your projects should
lead you to success. You won't have to make a lot of efforts to charm other people. If you want
your relationships to be interesting, you have to keep a part of freedom and mystery.
~ Aquarius ~ : You will be free like the wind this month and this will be seen in everything you
do. It will be a great time for change because you will be full of energy.
~ Pisces ~ : Your romanticism is exacerbated this month. In love, there will be a lot of passion
and an unusual intensity. Don't put people on a pedestal, they might end up disappointing you.
At work, a nice atmosphere might be threatened by misunderstandings.

L.B.
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… Jeffrey Dean Morgan, an American actor who
was born on April 22nd 1966, in Seattle,
Washington, USA. He made a brief appearance in
Grey’s Anatomy but he’s mostly known for his role
in AMC’s The Walking Dead. He plays Negan, the big
bad guy who’s always with his baseball bat,
Lucille, with which he terrifies everyone. He won
3 awards with this role. He recently had a
daughter with the American actress Hilarie
Burton, who played in One Tree Hill. He will be 52
years old this month and his astrological sign is
Taurus.

L.B.
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